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appearance of spirits to him, assuming visible bodies,,
was, it seems, well known; and that he had several
books of magical experiments I have heard it also
well attested; whether there were any wicked magi-
cal performances in those books, or not, I cannot tell.
It is true, or else general report must lie most un-
usually, that he did perform several strange things;
yet they say he was never known to do, or direct
the doing, any mischief, or to encourage any inju-
rious thing: it was usual, as they report of him, to
set spells for the country people for the preserving
their cherry-gardens from being plundered, and
their orchards from being robbed: take some of the
tales which pass for creditable, as follows :

That three young fellows being gotten into an
orchard, which I suppose was under his particular
care, he caused a large bell to hang to the heel of
their shoes behind, like a heel-spur, by which they
alarmed the house, and raised the people, who sur-
rounding the orchard, took them all; when they
were taken, the bells being to be pulled off, could
not be seen, arid yet the sound of them was heard
all the way they went to the justice of the peace, till
he committed them, and then ceased.

Another time, some boys being gotten into a
cherry-garden, and one of them being up a cherry-
tree, he made the boy see a great mastiff dog
sitting at the bottom of the tree, waiting for his
coming, looking him full in the face, and grinning
and snarling at him if he offered to stir ; so that the
poor boy not daring to come down, was obliged to
sit in the tree until he cried out for help; by which
means, the people of the house came and found him
in the tree; and as soon as they were come, he
could see no more of the dog, neither could any-
body see it but himself.

The methods he took with lewd people of those
times, were, it seems, exceeding many, and such